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PRIVATE SKY

Oops Factor No. 1.

Well, vou should oll have read the last issue of
COWPAT, did you notice the 'Back To The Future'
date mess? yep, | gave all the dutes a5 JUNE when
they shoald have been MAY.. sorrv!

Oops Factor No. 2.

Ok, I'm sorry. In the last issue of COWPAT | asked
where all that writlen copy was, well, [ found it on op
of Barbury Caste on the Sanday fly-in. Martin handed
me over a thousand words and Neil pave me aboat
another S0, Thapks w0 you both, you'll see the resulis
In this; and following issues,

Abouat Those 500 Words On Kites

I you were ihinking of sending in some wrillen copy
o COWPAT, 5K wunds is just over & quarter of one
ﬂimﬁcmlumm.ﬁngﬂumhntngul Now, has
anyone 201 a repart from Poole/Manchester Festvals?

i Sl ml

Bridle Path

A few months ago we made 4 small 4' x 5 Paraiodl, mo
amoinl of wind made any ditference, {1 fust wouldn't
Ty At work the other day [ was looking through the
David Pelham book of KITES when 1 saw the answer
i the Paratoil's problem?! Simply that | hadn't set 1he
bridles. lines a1 the. comect angle Getting home tha
night the parafoil was recovered from under the staims,
the dus! blrwn ol und & new bridle set put on. With 3
sirong wind blowing | ok the Blue and Orange
Parafodl out onto the field and after months of
frustration | waiched it fy for the (st lime. magic!
{2k, now, where's all the Ripstop for that big ONE! -
Ed.

Junc Fly-In

A steady wind on Sundiy 10th Jone saw large numbers
of kites [lying on the castle site, Ron had his Parafoil
fiying, Martin also had his large Parafoil up (see later),
Dowg walked his Deha and camera rig round the
Castle mound taking photographs, me with my re-

bridled small Perafoll and Sled and David and Neil
with their Snowilakes. A friend of mine Alan Leather
came down from Bicester with his [amily fying &
selection of home made kiles. a small Hexagon giving
@ real pall! Diadid Tombinson had his (oow mch
shortened) Mulii-Flare: up and dropped his small
Mookie Bear from @t wsing one of Vic Walkers
parachuies,

That Warm! [t's Turned... Again!

David and Janet Robinson have made Martin a new
worm, The last one was a hupdred feel long, the new
one is TWO hundred feet long with 8 15 diameter!
Martin pul his winged Box Kie up and we put the new
tube on- aboul one hundred feer below the Kite, below
thit we put the one hundred foot (ube This
combination fiew for most of the afternoon a1 aboul a
thousand feet above the Castle. the two tobes booked
|ust like small wails fMying rom that height! Well done
David and JaneL

How It All Started
By Martin Croxion

kate flying reaily started for me back in 1980, it was
then that | saw the Mettoy “Barnsiormer’ Kite in a
mudel shop (B two line plastic job, load of rubbish
Feslly) | must have boen the Ot victum of “MMad Cow
Dhiscase’ 10 have bought it (no, the second, | boughi
one a5 well! - Ed), seriousty, | was only 12 a1 the time.
That same sfternocon | ook it o Horsenden Hill,
which 15 tmly 5 minutes (rom my howse and iled 1o fy
0 DA Lo i avadl,

[t was then that an ol chap (who 1 later named the
‘Colonel' because of his millary manner) started
talking 1o me. This small man marched across the top
of the hill, pulfing his pipe and burking out orders (o
the amateur Kite Diers, it was then that | knew 1 was in
the presence of an expert! Apan from giving me the
history of the Second Workd War in graphic detail he
abo found time 10 el me about & kite shop |n Covent
garden. [ was later (o pay this s10re a visit,

! ended up buying a small Delia, plus various books
and [ also found ot about & kit festival being held in
Milion keynes (yes, there really & grass in Milon
Keynes), The kite festival at the Bowl was a grean

Rumember, when oul Oying your mmmwwymmismmﬁmhnﬂy up there! .




