COWPAT HILL

Journal of the White Horse Kite Flyers
Summer 2026




Dates for your diary 2026

July
+ Sunday 12th - Club fly-in at Barbury Castle

- Saturday 25th - Dorchester kite festival

August
+ 1st -2nd -North Hants Kiters Jolly Up

+ Sunday 9th - Club fly-in at Barbury Castle

September

* 4th-6th - St Anne's International Kite Festival

+ 12-13th - Portsmouth International Kite
Festival

+ Sunday 13th - Club fly-in at Barbury Castle

+  26th-27th - WHKF fun fly

Subscriptions for new members for 12 months from December 1st 2025
£20 (including 4 issues of Cowpat Hill and kite flying insurance at
approved events). £7 for each additional family member. Renewals will
be reviewed annually. Personal Liability Insurance to be advised.

COWPAT HILL is the journal of The White Horse Kite Flyers and whilst
every care is taken when compiling it, The Club and its officers cannot

accept responsibility for any omissions or errors that may occur. Any
information printed are the views of the individual submitting them and
not necessarily those of The White Horse Kite Flyers Club, its committee
or members. Data provided by you will be stored on a Club data base for
the purpose of circulating this magazine and other Club information.




A bit from the Editor

Hi Folks,

Many thanks to the contributors to this issue, Nogs great
cartoon, a fabulous report from Broadhaven by Bob. It’s great to
get an event report and a few pictures.

If you think you have missed an issue you haven’t - the April
issue didn’t happen, so | rolled the cartoon and article provided
into this one.

As always I’'m open to any picture and words, for those of us that
cant get to many events its always good to see what went on
and what people are flying.

Lots of interesting events in the calendar, great that Dorchester
gets a second chance, hopefully see you at one of these,

Andy
PS on the front cover is an amazing original kite made by Nog -

Frank Sidebottom. This is not line laundry - it actually flies and
flies well. Great to see something new.
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A Kite Flyer in Wales

To my surprise, | had an e-mail from a man asking about my arty
kites. As a boy, he had made and flown fighters in India. In a
telephone conversation, it turned out that, apart from our great love
of fighters, we had a lot more things in common. In his e-mail, he
included a watercolour which he had painted and, since it such a

beautiful thing, | would like to share it with you all. Fighter kites
forever! John B

Stewart Hack;y R



Broadhaven Rendez (V)

For a number of years the WHKF and MKF clubs have
coordinated efforts to encourage stringpullers, and often their
partners, to migrate for the early May Bank Holiday to Broad
Haven in deepest SW Wales. Having eventually got there in 2024
| can see why those that go generally return year after year. That
said, the beach where the flying takes place is tide dependant so
in 2025 for the Bank Holiday period the tides were not ideal so
many, including yours truly, skipped a year.

Fast forward 2026 the magnetic draw/itch of Broad Haven was
once again scratched. The attraction of Broad Haven is not
necessarily the beach but the whole experience, namely the
welcome from the locals who say hi, thank you for coming and
often have friends staying with them because they get a free
show, subject to the weather over the holiday period and, often
beyond.

For those of us fortunate enough to be able to stay past the Bank
Holiday the atmosphere general both on and off the beach is one
of complete relaxation. Sharing an apartment that overlooked the
beach gave us the opportunity to come and go on the beach as
the weather and tide allowed. When not, you could sit and watch
life both in and out the water, the crazy/brave wild water

swimmers, Gannets diving for fish and families making full use of






the available beach. There are plenty of walking opportunities for
those that need to ramp up their step-count or just see local
attractions/views.

The range of people that stop and chat, ask questions and just
marvel at a bunch of wrinkled stringpullers is one of the things
that keep many of us away from our sofas. Even when the local
school kicks out circa 3pm, the many kites and ground attractions
are a distraction for them. Even to the extent that some, this
year, forgot the school bags resulting in the ‘lost property’ being
handed into the seafront café for the wayward owners to claim.
Fliers came from far and wide, possibly the furthest being from
deepest Cornwall. Some for just the Bank Holiday and, as
mentioned earlier, a number for longer to take advantage of the
location, be it for the flying, walking or local attractions. Whatever
your bag, Broad Haven Rendezvous is one of those kiting events,
which are getting rarer by the day, that once attended is a must to
return; albeit the journey can be long for most but.... the Welsh
countryside that most routes take you through is very scenic,
particularly for passengers.

Yes, | have put it in my diary for 2027 and we have made a
reservation for the same apartment.

Will we see you there next year??
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Mr Goodman - The Kiteman

Mr Goodman - The Kiteman. | have known Malcom since sometime in
the last century. Firstly through the Northern Kite Group and then
travelling up to his amazing Washington Kite Festivals where he brought
together a motley group of first class kiters, especially those from Japan
and China, but also from around the world. He and Jeanette had a
private kite museum and one regret is never having visited it and now it
is gone. Not quite gone since most is now in Rotterdam where The Kite
Club have set it up as an exhibition. The Kite Club has also produced
this remarkable 270 page book. Not just an ordinary book but, being
artists, it is an unusually remarkable book. Like the lavishly produced
Japanese kite books of the 1970/80s it is packed with photos from
Malcom's collection and is a treat for the eyes. Just published by
Scheltens & Abbenes and, having a very modest print run, is well worth

getting a copy now.

Paul Chapman
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A visit to Minchinhampton Common 6th April 2026




Kitemaking Tips

| was looking to stock up on 45mm rotary cutter
blades today and | ended up dropping down a bit of a
rabbit hole with info. | found a couple of likely
candidates on e bay who sell these in packs of ten
and when reading the details in their blurb,
something came to light | had not noticed before
about these, it was a difference in metals they were
made from, | had never given this much thought
before. It seems two types are used, one sellers
blades stated the brand they are selling is Tungsten
Steel and the other sellers blades are made of a metal
called SKS-7 carbon steel.

As | noticed these two differences in metals used and
as | do, | went on a search to read up about the two
metals and the qualities to decide which is best. This
is what | learnt --- It is quite in depth so will just run
through brief summary. Tungsten roller cutter
blades are harder and stay sharper longer, but that
depends what you are cutting, with softer thin
materials then they last, | read that the Tungsten
blades are better for fabrics and canvas.  With the
SKS-7 roller carbon steel blades, they do not hold
their edge quite so long but, with SKS-7 carbon
steel, it is much more condusive to be re honed to
put an edge back on. | can put an edge back on
roller blades, a little fiddly but can make them last
longer with a little time on a strop. It also came to



light that SKS-7 blades are much better for things
such as leather as the blade does not crush or tear the
fibres, it slices much better and cleaner. They are re-
sharpenable and there is even a gadget or should |
say a range of gadgets aimed at quilters, just search
online....

| never thought these roller cutter blades were made
with different metals for different materials but there
we have it they are. It is worth reading the description
to see what metal you are getting if you buy any as it
seems it does make a difference according to what
materials being cut with them.

Phil
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White Horse Kite Flyers Code of Practice

Always fly safely

Always be considerate to others using the same area be it noise or physical
intrusion into their space.

Always fly legally taking in to account all National, Local and CAA
restrictions. Never fly at a height of more than 60m above ground level, in the
UK unless a CAA clearance is in force. (as at festivals) IF YOU DON’T
KNOW......... ASK.

Never fly a kite in wet or stormy weather. Always try and keep you line dry.
Never fly near power lines, transmission towers or aerials.

Never fly near airfields.

Never fly a kite with anything metallic in the line.

Always when tethering a kite ensure that the ground anchor is suitable(see
BKFA report 6 June 06).

Always use a brake line when flying large kites.

Always wear good quality gloves when flying large powerful kites.

Always give priority to domestic animals particularly if they are showing
signs of distress.

Always clear up after yourself, especially lines, tails and bits of plastic that
could trap, choke or injure domestic or wild animals.

Never fly near kite-eating trees.

Note the use of traction kiting at Barbury Castle is forbidden by law.

Finally remember.....your kites can get really quite lonely up high in the sky;
just occasionally, look up and give them a SMILE. It will make you feel better
too.

WHKEF meet at Barbury Castle country Park on the second Sunday of each
month

This issue edited by Andy Rumming, Please send articles to
andrewrumming @me.com
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