COWPAT HILL

Journal of the White Horse Kite Flyers
Summer 2025 Aug - Sept

Dates for your diary 2025

August

+ Friday 29th - Sunday 31st August - Lytham
St Annes

September

+ Sunday 14th - Club fly-in at Barbury Castle

« 27th 28th September - WHKF Fun Fly
Lechlade see below

October

*+ 19th In door fly - in Chichester High School

details further on

Subscriptions for new members for 12 months from December 1st 2024
£20 (including 4 issues of Cowpat Hill and kite flying insurance at
approved events). £7 for each additional family member. Renewals will
be reviewed annually. Personal Liability Insurance to be advised.

COWPAT HILL is the journal of The White Horse Kite Flyers and whilst

every care is taken when compiling it, The Club and its officers cannot
accept responsibility for any omissions or errors that may occur. Any
information printed are the views of the individual submitting them and
not necessarily those of The White Horse Kite Flyers Club, its committee
or members. Data provided by you will be stored on a Club data base for
the purpose of circulating this magazine and other Club information.




Some like it hot by Bob C.
For many people in the country summer 2025 had come early and so

had the heat waves. Not content with a second one in June but the
Berrington Hall kite festival in July was blessed, some would say
cursed, with a third heat wave! Generally with high temperatures,
particularly in the UK, it spells low winds, which was certainly evident
for those attending.

Saturday so some extreme temperature that not only affected the kite
flying but also the attendance by the public to the National Trust (NT)
site. Shelter in and around the grounds of Berrington Hall, apart from
the odd tree on the fields, is few and far between. Couple that with
Wimbledon finals and Euro Farseball on the TV it was easy to see that
kite fliers almost outnumbered Joe public. That said, the lighter/non-
existent winds gave fliers the opportunity to socialise and strengthen
their upper right arm muscles; well those that weren’t driving like yours
truly. ;-)

Saturday evening at Berrington Hall has traditionally been a mass on-
field curry supper followed by an auction. Coordinated by Bill Souten,
the festival organiser and Midland Kite Fliers Club Chairman, both were
a feast for those with stamina to have seconds and generous enough
to raise a sizeable sum, circa £700, for good causes.

Sunday was again a warm light wind day with temperatures in the
upper 20°. Thankfully, for the NT and the festival the public made an
appearance with plenty of ankle-biters making kites at kite workshop

gazebo, manned/ womaned by Bill and Janet Elvin.
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Bill has always tried to get the kiters involved in kite making but with a
particular twist and often with a cash prize incentive. This year was no
exception albeit, there were two competitions to challenge the minds;
not difficult for some!! The first one involved making a kite using a
brown paper bag, which could either be pre made or from bags
supplied at the festival by Bill. Entry numbers were up on previous
years with a wide variety of shapes and designs; such was the mental
capacity of the entrants. With so many and the diverse nature of the
constructions, can’t call them kites because some failed to get
airborne, it made it very difficult for the judges to select a winner so the
decision was taken to award everyone a prize for their efforts. The
second competition called Fly a Flag (kite), which as with the paper
bag comp was open to interpretation with most being original and
innovative and made purely for the competition where the theme is a
bit of fun. Two fliers shared the winnings, one a nice miniature from
Cornish Mick and the other a kite made for a previous festival in
Fuerteventura by Welsh Roy.

Throughout the weekend fliers and kites were up and down in an
attempt to put colour in the skies above Berrington. There were a few
ground displays from several fliers that captured the eye of Joe public
if not their cameras plus a few questions, which are always an
opportunity to chat and spread the knowledge/ experience of wind

related displays.
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With the decline in kite festivals, particularly in the southern regions,
it goes with saying that the Berrington Hall festival could not be
possible without the stewardship of Bill Souten and the National
Trust who throw open the gates to the field each year, long may it
continue. And, as with any festival or kite gathering, a big thanks to
the many kite fliers and their partners for bringing their enthusiasm

and kite ‘stuff’ to litter the sky if not the ground.

WHKEF Fun Fly
27/28 September 2025

Camping £7 per unit for weekend.

Marquee, tables and toilet will be supplied. Water available from the
cricket club

An auction of kite related items will be held on the Saturday
evening to help cover costs.

Menu 2025.

Weekend Breakfast — £4.00

The breakfast Bap, filled with bacon, or sausage & fried egg, served
with your choice of either tomato ketchup or HP brown sauce.
Weekend Lunch - £6.00

Jacket Potatoes and Fillings.

Saturday Dinner —£10.00

Chicken stew with dumplings

Dessert — Fruit crumble and custard.

All will be subject to availability

Vegetarian options will be available.

Please note ALL meals MUST be pre-ordered to save on waste.
Special offer: - ALL five meals for £27.




Flaky 24S Workshop by Bob C.

Always looking for something unique to have in my kite bag | was
drawn to pictures on Facecrock from the Cervia festival this year. The
kite in question was, as | discovered from Florian Janich a regular
attendee at Cervia and also St Annes, was the Flaky 1246 designed
by Johannes Reisser from Switzerland.

I met up with Florian whilst attending the Fun Fly in Castlerock,
northern Ireland, along with several other fliers but more importantly
he was flying a kite similar to the Flaky 1246. This turned out to be a
smaller variant, the Flaky 24S, which he had made at a workshop.
Observing the Flaky 24S at the Fun Fly it was apparent that it flew in
both light and strong winds.

Have | got your attention!

| believe that the Flaky series is based on a Star kite, which obviously
is a 360° faceted kite. Both the Flaky 1246 and 24S have a single-
point bridle and look impressive on their own or stacked in a train.
Along with the inevitable sparring, the 24S is made up of several
ripstop panels and ribbons, all with straight line sewing so
manageable by any competent machinist.

| contacted Johannes to enquire about obtaining either or both kites
but he, currently, does not make kites for sale. However, he would be

open to holding a workshop to make the 24S. He said that, along



with his personal instruction, there would be a comprehensive
handout and several metal templates. The material costs would
be circa 80-100 euros.

At this time Johannes is ‘in between’ jobs but also has a potential
workshop with his local club so is unlikely to be available this side
of Christmas.

Given the absence of a WHKF workshop for some time, and with
agreement from the Chairman, | will remain in contact with
Johannes with a view to running one in the future. | believe that
this would be a unique kite for any kite flier to have in their bag.
As well as the above material costs there will be additional
expenses, travel and room/hall hire etc, but this will be advised as

and when the workshop is confirmed.

Stop Press - we now have a date and location -

The workshop will be held on the 4th-5th October
2025 at St George's Church Hall, Easton in Gordano

Pictures; Courtesy of Johannes Reisser.

Indoor fly-In

The next WHKEF Indoor fly-in session will be held on Sunday 19th
October in the Sport's Hall at Chichester High School, PO19 8EB.

All abilities and interested people are welcome. Cost £10 per
flier.

For info contact bcruikshanks@googlemail.com



mailto:bcruikshanks@googlemail.com
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White Horse Kite Flyers Code of Practice

Always fly safely

Always be considerate to others using the same area be it noise or physical
intrusion into their space.

Always fly legally taking in to account all National, Local and CAA
restrictions. Never fly at a height of more than 60m above ground level, in the
UK unless a CAA clearance is in force. (as at festivals) IF YOU DON’T
KNOW......... ASK.

Never fly a kite in wet or stormy weather. Always try and keep you line dry.
Never fly near power lines, transmission towers or aerials.

Never fly near airfields.

Never fly a kite with anything metallic in the line.

Always when tethering a kite ensure that the ground anchor is suitable(see
BKFA report 6 June 06).

Always use a brake line when flying large kites.

Always wear good quality gloves when flying large powerful kites.

Always give priority to domestic animals particularly if they are showing
signs of distress.

Always clear up after yourself, especially lines, tails and bits of plastic that
could trap, choke or injure domestic or wild animals.

Never fly near kite-eating trees.

Note the use of traction kiting at Barbury Castle is forbidden by law.

Finally remember.....your kites can get really quite lonely up high in the sky;
just occasionally, look up and give them a SMILE. It will make you feel better
too.

WHKEF meet at Barbury Castle country Park on the second Sunday of each
month

This issue edited by Andy Rumming, Please send articles to
andrewrumming @me.com



