Miilennium

What could we do? Could the cinb get 2000 kites up in one go? Could we boost
membership W 20007 Could we cobble up a 2000 sq. fr monster? Could we fly
something at 2000ft over the miduight how? Could we stick 2000 postage stamps
together and make a kKite out of the collection? Could donate 2000 10p’s {or even
perhaps 20p’s or 50p°s) to some worthy cause? Could Vic drop 2000 teddies? What
about flying the huge legs (or anything clse) over the Millennium Dome? 1 bet Tony
Slater will make a dash to be the first person to fly a fighter inside the Dome. Iiow
about digging a millenntum white horse by the side of the old one?

What & we made a concerted effort to deiay the celebrations until the real millenniwm a
year later? This would give us a bil more thinking and preparation fime,

In order to do the thing properly. the event should take place the moment the clock
strikes midnight. Remember that this will happen (a) in the night and (h) in the middle
of winter. Quudonr getivites can be uncomfortable - think of the wallies who jump
nto Trafalgar Square fountzins; I'm sure it does them no good.  Perhaps, if we
compromise between the popular year 2000 and the real year 2001 dates, we could
chouse mitdway berween the two and do our thing in warm June. Good Plan,

H we congtruct our fountain up on Cowpat Hill, we ceuld all jump in and sing. F'm
sure we could find a prefab sorl of arrangement - say a blow-up paddling pool which
could be taken away afterwards 50 a8 not to upset the warden, Yes, This is a good
plar and by far the best suggestion so far, The details - like, do we sing “Auld Langs
Wassiname” or do we compose our uwn Club Milleanium song to sing as we jurop
into the paddling pool? AsTesay, the details will have to be sorted out but we do have
plenty of tme.

I have no doubt that the wisdom of this Good Plan will sink into cveryone's
cunsciousness intime and that there will he no shortage of suggcstmns for ﬁllmg in the
details,

Flease send vour suggestions to our Fditor,

Clarence T Newtstuffer Jr, TBAI




White Horse Kite Flyers

Minutes of Committee Meetihg
28 February 1999 - White Hart, Wroughion

Apolagies
Brenda Pacnell, Ron Miller, Neil Harvey. Ron Gunter, Dave & Jane Jfonegs.
Finance

Rank balance at 5 February 1999 was £1,931.71, The testival normally costs the club
about £1.000, therefore we are well set. The Committee confirmed that they are
happy with the current method of reimbursing club membess who attend events.

Haatival

{3eneral Running - There 1s a new Marketing Co-ordinaior at Wroughton, who is
keen for the festival to be a shared aveni and is very puﬁuwﬂ In the past the Club has
paid £300 towards the advertisin g of the cvenl. It has been agreed with Wmughmn
that they will pay all the advertising costs. Agreed that the fees charged o Lraders
would be £50 for one day, £70 for the two days {same as the last two years). The
layout of the site will be changed so that the traders are located curnde hanger 3 and
the Club tent outside hanger 4. The swings will also move ouiside hanger 4. This ie
a2l subject to confirmation by Wroughton. There have been no (nvitations sent oul o
traders vel, Tt was agreed that the traders who attended last year will be invited this,
with the exception of the jewellery stall and the Swiss trader. If there any {raders
who do not want to attend, others will be invited to attend as appropriate. Cl:lmmmee
aorced that they will be responsible for ensuring that no car boot trading takcs place
durmg the festival. r

Yhe caterers have caused problems in the past because they were only willing to pay
cornnnssion, last year despite being the only trader they ﬂn]v paidd £1(X). Dave
FEohinson has identified an alternative catecer who is vnllmg to pay £200. Dave to see
if this new trader is willing to be on site for breakfasts (idleally both days but
dafinilely for Sunday), il he is unwilling to do shis the old caterer will be asked.
Apreod that the fee for the caterer will be £150, a deposit will he obtained.

Pote Dawson agreed to run she camp site, fees will be collected by Wroughton staff
vihe Marketing Co-ordinatar is planning to stay on site for the two days Df the
fostivaly,

Ciuests - In the past the club has invited the same guests as Wevmouth, However the
only American is Pete Dolphin, who has never taken up the invitation. I'he other
aunsts are all Buropean and the committee do not believe they will willing to stay 1o
the 1K for four dayz. It was therefore agreed to Invile our 0w guests. The Mega
Team ave intending 10 be at Wroughton. Pele Dawson will ask Phase 2 if they are
wiiligip 0 demonstrate, It was also agreed to invite Geoff Crumplin, Christian Baden




Powell and Tim Wilcox. Janet Poulter to ring Christian Baden Powell and Tim
Wilcox to see if they would be interested in attending, before the invitation is sent.

Bar - Roy Broadiey has agreed to provide a bar at the festival. He will arrange the
licence: supply the beer, wine etc. on a sale or return basis; provide marquee for a
cost of £80; provide the bar staff. 1t has been confirmed that Wroughton do not have
a problom with a bar. The bar will go beyond the swings and roundabouts outside
hanger 4. However Roy has asked that someone from the Club help him by picking
up the marquee, beer cte. Dave Robinson to speak 1o Dopald Capewell to see if he
would be willing to help - if he still has his truck.

Evening Events - The evening evenis wiil be run in the bar, which may need to be
exlended with the club tent. Dave Jones to include an item in the next magazine
seeking items suitable for the raffle, will also need a volunteer to be a ticket chick mn
the absence of Marla Miller. There was some discussion about a talk to be givei on
the Sawrday evening. It was agreed that the committee will contact any suitable
speakers and il willing pass their details to Dave Robinson.

Any other business - 1t was suggested that Wroughton be asked to arrange something
in the hanger, for example paper aircraft folding. Pete Dawson to follow-up contacts
from the model engineering exhibition. Arthur Dibble to investigate having some
model rockets outside. Dave Robinson to contact lan Meredith to confirm that the
Buggy Club will be coming to the {estival and that they have their own insurance.
Janel Robinson will sort out the height clearance. '

Club Equipment

The club has spent £300 buying a 40 foot pneumatic tower, which has an 8 foot
extension. This will be used for reddy parachuting when there is insuflicient wind
for a kite. The hasic vig will be the saine as that used for kites. The tower is
currently at Neil’s where it is being put on a trailer to easier transport, There arc
some prablems with getting a suitable pump, but this is being looked into by Arthur
and Pete Wailis,

Club has spent £50 buying two windsock from a lady in Beccles. One advertises the
Great Yarmouth festival, Pete Willis has volunieered to sew in two new panels, it
was suggested that he should also add a reducing string to the end. The second is a 3
foot tapered spin sock, which unfortunately split on the first flight. Arthur will try
and mend it, but he 15 not sure if he can fix it as it 1s only single seamed.

PO Box Number

There have heen problems with the PO Box Number because the Post Office
cancelled il in crror, this was not identificd for four months. This has now been
corrected, Janet Robinson is seeking compensation and has obtained a letter of
apology, it was agreed to keep the PO Box Number, Janet Robinson will write and
advise the Post Office that we will be deducting four months rental from the next
payment by way ol compensation. Pete Dawson to publish the letter on Rec. Kites and
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Dive Jones (o puf it in 1He pest magazme.

£

Thiy Yoar s BEvents

Stowa - no information avalable in Neil’s absence. Believe same wrangements as
bofors :

‘\“.’nmb_m Bellinger - June 12 club 1s providing a workshop and display ol iedd:eq
Yestival of Tree Flight - 3 & 4 July at Wroughion.

TFfington - 3 & 4 July, Pete Dawson to advise Usat the club cannot atfend.
Henpisthury - Martin Croxton will attend,

Abdershot - Arthur Dibble, Dave and Janct Robinson will attend.

""“Ftlﬂ Car\.' 12 August, [’l]i] Scar'*’t;raﬂd Arlhu:f Dibble will attend.

ik Workshop

Sam Houstou 18 prepared to come over 0 do a workshop on a Roller which is gloed.
Thie preferred weekend is @ October - the same weekend as Une Sky One Warld. He
anticipates that the kite will only take one day to pmdu(,e Tt way ageeed that thf:

workshop would be held on 9 October, derails 1o be given In the next magacine, and
the cost would be £43. Phil Scarfe volunteered W give the Febmary 2000 workshop.

Club Projects - thinking ahead lor the Millenoium

T was suggested that the festival in 2000 should be the biggest ever held by the club.
Dave Robinson to contact the Japansse Embagay to gt their assistance with getting
sponsorship for the festival and geting a eam over (rom Japan. Dave will also start
contacting patential sponsors in the Swindop area. If any connmitlee members have
any whoughts they should contact Dave Robinson.

{ tub Hrochure

Seun i3 looking mio geiting a brochure prinicd for the club, Howevear it needs 1o be
writien first, Dave Jones to put an item in the nexi uagazine asking for draft 1tems
tor inelusicn in the ¢lub brochure. All material to be sent to Janet Poulter who will
write e brochure.

Any oiher Busines

Fate Thawson has produced a nevr web page, find it at www. whkl{teeserve.co.uk
Lrave Robinson passed Pete Dawsen an acticle about welb page domains for
constderstion and feeding back (o the commitiee, It was agreed thary at the next AGM
Peis Duwson shouid be made offictally responsible for the web page.

] it
R

Aribue Dnbble closed the meeting and thanked the committee members for attending.

VI Chiveriaf Ehb b an] - By B0 Page




A Kite Review

In 1998 WHEF proposad that ene of e autumn workshops shouid be by Eathy
Goodwind, She proposed 1o tun a class which wouid make 4 twin-line Kitc. As she
would have to have come {rom the States a reasonable number of people would be
reguired to do the class to spread these costs sufliciently thiniy. Unfortunately very
few people applicd and so the workshop had to be cancelled.

So tha: we could see the type of thing she was proposing Dave Robinson was sent a
sarnple, Al the January meeting [ was asked o Took at it. Even with no instrucrions it
was easy to assemble, The shape is a very basic two line delta with singic sland offs
fixed to the sail, Joints in the all carbon frame arc good and construction looks
reiptively straight forward.

} fitied a pair of 758 x 1001k lines to the fowing point clips , stood up the kite and
nullad hack on the lines. The kite ruse easily with the pleasing roar typical of
straight traiting edzes | Tt flew beautifully with good honzonial iracking and lovely
sinooth ioops which could be pulled into realiv tight tnms when required without
any iendency (o stall. Passing it to Pete Dawsaon he enjoved flying it and could not
gven force if o stall for tricks.

‘1o summarise this would seem to be the perfect first two liner fo make or fly. I was
sentte enougsh for even a sinall voungster w handle and was so forgiving they would
nave enjoyed their first fiying experience.

If veu would like to try making onc give your name to any member of WHKE
committee and it there is sutficient interest we will see if Kathy can come to this
vears October workshop. |

Well that's 2 new venture for me to do 2 review [ hope T am not ruaning out of ideas
or tie Dibbie free issue mav become a reality.

Arthir
Young Carers Kites

Chance to fly at Uffingfon White Horse on May 23rd, starting at 2pm. Lots of
chiiddien from ihe area will be 1nvalved.

L oxily Bave very liuted Jdetails, but ii vou think you may be able to help contact Pete
Dewrson for more details. '

Longratulations

Congratulations: from all WHEF members go to Panl & Wendy Taylor. They we
coing 1o become parcnts.

-
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Note Following WG!"E{E&!’!OP

uring my workshop on leddy parachuies [ was asked why 1 slazied ‘aﬂ#lllg iTOI
the ourside edge towards the centre. T had no real answer but on refiection it is
because 1 leamt to make 'chutes from The Big Nook of Parachuting Teddies and that
was the way it was done there as they finished the centie by hot curting a cirgle o
give a ciean vent edge. With my method of making vou end up with a reascnabie
gidge which you hem before making the final scam.

Having thought about this I decided to give it a trv from the centre outwards. In
fature all my 'chules will be made this way as it gives an even hetrer finish. T still use
the same trick of (weaking the rip stop as it goes through and find it 15 much easier
o oel ihe utside edges to fine up. FEven if you set it wrong removal af a bit off this
adge is much less noticesble.

This only goee to reinforce lohn Browning's commments from the previous workshop
"The lutots learns as much as the participanis.”

A UTE FROM TIIE TED BERETS

We have decided this vear that any mongy raised by 'The Ted Berets al events which
do not have specilied charitics . will go o "The Royal National Lifeboat Tnssimie”
This folfows two incidents last year when two of our hrother hears were nearly lost
angd conid have done with the support of the RNLI even if they don't cover inshore
waters at Aidershot.

Arthur

Robinson's Ram biingﬁ

.“tﬁ:}*‘her year, another Kite scason, where do the yvears 207 Hetore we know it, it will
“e Christinas! Janct, Madge & Myself have recently returned from 4 visit (o the kite
wotkshops al Fort W urden ather WHEKF tembers at the event this year were Simon
Hennessy znd Pat & Ron Dell, making thoir second visii. Also makmg a surprise visit
were "BIGFOOT" Neil Harvey, and that other bigfooed person Doug Jones,
appearing as a building survevor. Neil and Doug had snezked out of the country on
e Prday, prior to aur arrival on the Wednesday, ar Ron & Marda Milfers, With the
uag of mohile phones they had warned Doue of our nainent arrival in Tacoma. He
was nivst spotted by Ron Dell, walking sway from a construction site, close to Bon &
Marla's, connplele with hard hat and measuring stick. Y ou can imagine our surprise
wr aoe Boug walking up the street when we had no idea he was in the USA. The
steond "surprise” didat happen uonl about an hour afier we had arived. Somebody
speited o "HIGEOOT" running about in Ron & Marla's back garden, this mrnad ot
0 b Meil, who had made as Ape suir to fool us all, | told hlm he should wear it
mare offen, it suited him|
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This was Neil & Doug's first visit to Fort Worden, I think they were impressed,
miind vou it would be difficult not to be impressed at this evenl by anyone who liked
kite making and sightseeing. Fort Worden is by the sea and in the distance 1s the
Casecade Mountain ranges, the tallest mountain that we could sec was, Mount Baker,
it looked magnificent.

This was the sixteenth year of Fort Worden and it pocs from strength to strength.

- when you consider that at their first mecting they had thirtcen participants, this ycar
it was close to two hundred, they have classes for everyone from leatning how
sew up to some really complicated kite making.

This leads nicely into our next workshop in October, the 9th to be precise. We are
hringing back Sam Houston, from the USA, to do one of his superb non sewing
classes, this vear's kite will be a Roller, and you will find further details and a
booking form elsewhere in this publication. You will notice the date of the
workshop is the day before "One Sky Ope World" day, the idea being, you will make
the kites on the Saturday then fly them at Barbury on the Sunday. Pleasc note Sam
can only cope with a maximum of 24, so return those forms rapidly, to avoid
disappointment!

if | haven't sent you into a deep sleep yet, and you can remember my opening lines
at the beginning of this "ramble" f can't believe the festival is only a few weeks
away. This vears invited guest is Christian Baden Powell from Germany, with his
range of attractive single line kites, he is bringing two friends with him, Robert
Luka & Miek Schlenger, We have also invited Tim Wilcox from Exeter, and Geoll
Crumplin with is asymmetric fighter kites. Look out for his new kite, he calls ita
mono-line sport kite. The Festival couldn't 1ake place without lots of club mernibers
efforts, cspecially those who get the sitc ready on the Friday, there is always room
for more, so if you can sparc some time, all offers of help are gratefully received
There is one thing that we can all do (o help over the weekend, if you see any litter
Ivine about, please place it in & bin, one of the higgest jobs after the Festival is the
"Litler Sweep" that Neil has to organise on the Monday. We are responsible for
clearing up the site completely. There is a new Marketing Manager at Wroughton.
She is very keen on helping the Festival become a great success, so much so, they are
covering all of the adverlising costs of the event. In the past few years we have had
to share the cost, this will mean a saving of £300, this year.

Vhis year, for the first time we will have a Beer Tent, thanks mainly io Roy
Broadley of Kites Up, he has a friend who runs a pub, who is organising the licence.
He is also supplying the tent and equipment. All we lack arc tables and chairs if you
know whete we can get some from, please let us know,

Let’s hope that the weather 1s kind fo us this year, so that we have a festival {0
remember,

Regards

Dave Epokinson




Dates forYour Dlary
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Barbury -
24th & 25th April Stowe W
lst & 2nd May Weymouth
Sth & 9th May Swindon All hands on deck
22nd May Grange Infants Schoel, Swindon W
23rd May Young Cares Kites, Uffington
5th & 6th June Basingstoke =
12th June Shipton Bellinger Ww.D, T
13th June Barbury & Jane’s Birthday
26th & 27th June Shrewshury
; Southampton
3rd & 4th July Fesrival of Flight, Wroughton W
10th & 11th July Brighton -
31st Julv & 1st Aupust | Hertsmonceux Castle, East Sussex
Tih & 8th August Middle Wallop W, T
Bth August Barbury
Milton Kevnes
14th August "} Coventry
a Taunton
15th August Hengistbury Head DT
Aldershot W,D
Z1st & 22nd August Cleethorpes
218t Aupust Wanborough Show W.,D.'T
23th - 301th Augusl Portsmouth
| 4th & 5th September | Bristol b ek
12th September Barhury
; Castle Cary DT
261h September Old Warden

Oth October

Autumn Workshop, Headlands
School

14th Ocilober

One Sky One World, Barbury

Key: W Workshop

i § Teddy Dropping

D Displav

All events are liable to alteration or canc ellation, please check with Dave, Janel

Arthur or Neil if vou infend to go.




Electric Teddy Dropping

[ have heen experiencing problems with my rig ever since 1 built one from the plans
Arthur Dibble published in Cowpat mdny moous ago. Evcryone else I have spoken
to who has built a winch from Arthur’s plans has not had the same problems as I At
first I thought it was the batteries I was using that were loosing their charge, but
having the sole use of the leisure batiery [rom my stolen caravan 1 found this was
not the case. T had wired the system up using standard 13 Amp mains cable and the
volt drop from this reduced the voltage from around 13.5 volts at the battery’
terminals to 11.5 volis at the motor. I had decided that 12 volt car relays would
allow me to shorten the path that the voltage had to flow and provide more urge.
This proved to be correct, as we found at Hengistbury this year where we must have
dispatched around 250 bears during a full day from 10:00 until 17:00. Below is the
circuil diagram. I used standard car parts from my local car spares store. The
signal wmng is all flexible 240 volt mains cable and the drive cabling is the large
thick wire that is supplied with the model engine starter motor. In the drawing the
thick black box denotes the hand control unit which has a single two pole double
throw swilch and push bulton switch (o activate the winch. Relay 1 is the activation
refay which drives the motor. Relays 2 and 3 change the direction of the motor.
The relays are only activated when the activate buiton is pushed so curtent only
flows when the winch is in use. Another advantage is the ability to nse standard
three wire flex for the hand unit.

T hope the circuit makes sense and that there’s no drawing mistakes as the original
wag done on a long lost picce of paper and this is from memory. Any guestions,
please feel free to give me a call on 01296 770422.

Bl (ol Jie | | " Up/Down i
,"T Ij Motor _T

i 3

i i ¢ Activate
Sattery
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Kite Flying Safety Tips

Most readers, when they receive their copy ol our prestigious newsletter will tear
the literary gem from the envelope and, with unbound exéitement, eagerly nun to
the back cover to read the pure wisdom in the ever popular “And finally a note from
the Editor”. This regular feature must rank as a 1]1!:1'31‘1- highlight which comes all
toa seldom in our reading lives: Pure wisdom.

How many readers continue d{&wn the page thongh? How many readers, inspired by
our Editor simply pass into reflective reverie 1o consider in depth what they have
Just read? 1 suggest that the richness of "And finally a note from our Editor” may be
o much aud that some time for deep thought may be necessary befors continuing to
read the rest of the new‘-.]etter

What chance ol continuing down the page and reading “Kite Flying Safety Tips™?
Very little T suspect. Perhaps if we were to augment the list of NEVERS and Things
to AVOID, the feature may become, like “And finally a note from the Editor”, a
germn of challenging, inspiring and compulsive reading. I have a few thoughts on how
this may be done and submit them.

Taking some of the points as they now appear and tﬁkjﬂg a posifive rather than
negative approach;

1. NEVER {ly a kite in wet or stormy weather - try to keep your kite line dry.

This advice, it followed, would proscribe virtually all kite (ying in England (and
Northern France). A more pusitive way of Iooking at wet and stormy weather is

cithier at it as an opportunity to da some decorating or to go to some idyllic South
5ea Isle and fly a kite in the balmy brecze theyv enjoy in such places. Of the two, 1
prefer the balmy breeze option and so I would change the wording (o

ALWAYS go to a South Sea Isle to fly your kite and keep your whistle wet,
2. NEVER fly a kite ncar power lines, transmission towers or aerials.

Cuite a lot of power lines are underground. How is one (o know? T know for a faci
thal guite a lot of electricity goes through BT underground cables. Rather than be
pedantic and insist on the insertion of “overhead” belore “lines”, let’s be positive,

ALWAYS try to bring some excitement and tingle to your kire flying: try 1o wrap
your string over anything that may spark. Blacken out whole districts. Enbance the
attentive skills of air control officcrs and bring some relief to those who arc addicted
o TV soap operas.

4. AVOID members of the public...... Stunt flyers pleasc take care.

Now this first part | sce as positive. Members of the public should be avoided at all
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times and in all places. This would benefit all parties and lead to a more tranquil
world in which peace will reign and pretty [owers will sprout up.

As for stunt flyers, they should also avoided.

The positive alternative:

AVOID members of the public. Take care of Stunt flyers.

4. NEVER leave bits of flying line etc. on the {ying site.

I think “flying line™ means sting. | may be wrong and would not fell hurt if
corrected. “Etc”. of course. can mean anything in the whole wide world. The
advice not to leave anything behind could be misinierpreted. What, for instance, if
otherwise well-meaning kite flyers took the rules to heart and never left anything
behind. What if they took ail the grass home? What if they took all the sqidgy bits
of sheep and cow poos home? You'd haye to change the name of our newsletter and
we wouldn't want that would we? No, a more positive approach is needed:
ALWAYS leave the poos alone.

I think you will agree that “Kite Flying Safcty Tips” could well be uplifted in the

way | have suggesied. Comments (as many and as constructive as possible) to the
Editor. Praise too, of course.

T Inchesk

Hertsmonceux Castle Kite Festival
Details bave been reecived about this new event.,

Dales. Saiurday 31st July (kite fivers only)
Sunday 1st August (kite flyver and members of the public)

Venue: Hertsmonceux Castle, East Sussex

What's on? Barbecue and beer tent on Saturday ¢vening,
Camping and Caravan [acilities (no electric hookup)
Kite Workshop, Craft fair, Junior fun fair, Pony rides
Youth Orchestra, Dog agility (all on Sunday).

What for?  To raise money for local, national and international charities.

Tnterested?  See Dave Rohinson for more details.



Kites in History.

When is an acroplane a kite and a kite an acroplanc? This is not a philosophical trearise but
A poor attempt to put mans early artempts to fly into some sort of perspective.

We are led to believe that man has been inspired by watching birds fly, which is all very
well, cos birds are good at it by the time we see them. What is not often ohserved 1s the way
they learn. teetering on the edge of the nest or bough until they fall off or arc pushed by a
trustraved miother. They then either learn to flv, or not, before they hit the ground, and -
evidence would indicate that thev don't always make it. Now personally if 1 was going to
learn to fly, T would not take this route, yot history is filled with hrave souls. most very
quickly deceased, who armed wirh no more that a helief that they could [y, launched
themselves ol something high only 1o (ind that gravity was the winner. Amazingly this is
repeated over and over, and not just flving, Parachutes are another example where man bas
started.from the top diving board, rather than the edge of the pool. So why would any right
minded person do it? 1 believe it is all a cover up to protect the acronautic industry and
deny kites and kate flyers their rightful place in history,

Take lcarus, for example, no not the one Martin Lester makes, the one before. The Tegend
tells us that Tearus soared until he was so close to the sun that the heat melted the wax
holding his feathers on and he erashed to the sround. No way, as you go up the
lerperature goes down, so what was going on. The truth is that Icarus' dad was a memboer
of the Greek kite society and was knocking up a new bird kite for the spring Olympiad at
Aldus Vardonus. Being Greek and logical he figured out that if birds had feathers then a
kite with feathers had to be a betier bet than one made [rom papyrus so after gluing on
featbers for 3 weeks it was down to the field for a test. Now we all know the dnill, one
person holds the kite (Icarus) while the other (his dad) walks down the licld unwinding the
line. Icarus hold up the kite on the signal and dad starts running, up goes the kite, Icarus
with ir, hecause most of the glue from the feather has run down the frame and Tcarus is
stuck. Like most new kites there 1s a few seconds of hope followed by the graceful‘arc of
despair as it flics nose first into the ground. Tcarus is not well, in fact not (o put too fine a
point on it, he is dead. Panie sets in, as it is not considered the be socially accepiable ta
mortaliy injurc people with kites, so dad conjures up this wonderful and morally uplifting
tale aboul Icarus flying up to the sun ete. Litile did he realise thar 20th century science
would paint out the fallacy of his story, but by then he dido't care anyway.

Daedalus is another case in point, an ancient legend that does not hold true. We are told
that he managed to Ty halfway across the Aegean Sea. palpable nonsense! Only the advent
of modern composites, mylar, racing cyclists and major amounts of compuler lime have made
it possible, so how did he manage it 3000 years ago? Nothing mare that whar we have all
experienced, I'm afraid. Again you notice thar Dacdalus was the son of a less famous father,
and father had been taken in by the stories circulating about [carus' ill fated flight and in the
manner of most fliers, reckoned he could overcome the problenis. So to avoid the kite flying
too close to the sun, be would tether it with a line woven from hemp and olive hark As with
all Greeks of the time, he had everything planned o the nth degree. Chariots laden with
rocks as pround anchors, several slaves, only too happy to have the day off from domestic
servitude, to pull the kite down after its flight and a good wind blowing down the beach at
Heliopolis,

After & few ials 1 get the bridle just right, the kite was let up 1o {Iv stably and majestically
over the beach. Daedalus watched with intrigue and a devious plan formed in his mind. If he
could in some way strap himsell (o this contraption and allow himself to fly above the
beach, he could with ease Took down on the stretch of sand reserved for naturisti, which he
had heard tell was an grex where the wives and daughters of the local nobility divested
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