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Spring 2025 April - June
Dates for your diary  2025
May 
• Sunday 11th - Club fly-in at Barbury Castle

• 10th 11th May - North Hants Kiter’s Jolly Up

June 
• Sunday 8th - Club fly-in at Barbury Castle


********* Advance Notice ******** 
• 2nd 3rd August- North Hants Kiter’s Jolly Up

• Friday 29th - Sunday 31st August - Lytham 

St Annes

• 27th 28th September - WHKF Fun Fly 

Lechlade 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Subscriptions for new members for 12 months from December 1st 2024 
£20 (including 4 issues of Cowpat Hill and kite flying insurance at 
approved events). £7 for each additional family member. Renewals will 
be reviewed annually. Personal Liability Insurance to be advised.


COWPAT HILL is the journal of The White Horse Kite Flyers and whilst 
every care is taken when compiling it, The Club and its officers cannot 
accept responsibility for any omissions or errors that may occur. Any 
information printed are the views of the individual submitting them and 
not necessarily those of The White Horse Kite Flyers Club, its committee 
or members. Data provided by you will be stored on a Club data base for 
the purpose of circulating this magazine and other Club information.

Cover picture: Flying the Alien at Waterhay Farm April 2025
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A bit from the Editor 

Hi Folks,

My apologies for the lateness of this magazine, I wont bore you 
with my excuses.  

I hope you have enjoyed the weather and great kite flying 
conditions over the last few months.  We even got the club big 
legs out for fly (see below).

Thanks to Bob C, John Browning and Dave C for contributions. 
As always please send me contributions for the next one,


Andy
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Flying some old friends  by Andy Rumming 

Last year we had a sort out in the kite store at Park Farm and decided 
that we need to fly some of the club kites in 2025.  On the 5th April Dave 
Cross and myself met up at my place and loaded the big legs, alien and 
blue legs into the bucket of the digger and headed out into the field.  For 
early April the weather was fantastic, dry underfoot and no cow pats as 
the cows had only been out a week and hadn’t got here yet.  The big 
legs flew straight away, no problem.  It was pretty windy but all was 
good.  When we bought it down we found a large rip in one fin so I will 
repair this.  We then tried the Alien, which was more of a hand-full.  The 
bridle turned out to have slipped and the tube tails got in a right tangle.  
After some adjustment it went ok and flew best when the drouge and 
tails all got tangled - it obviously wanted lots of drag.  Note to self keep 
this for the lighter winds.  The smaller set of legs were not flown, as upon 
unpacking had a big rip in the shorts - another for the repair list.  

Overall a great afternoon and so good to see these historic kites up in 
the air.
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Starlite Rebirth  by Bob Cruikshanks


Always looking for something different to create and/or fly but often 

deplete of inspiration in one’s self.  As luck would have it Bill Souten, 

Chair of Midland Kite Fliers, was given a bundle, one of many over the 

years, of kite ‘stuff’ from the partner of a recently passed kite flier and 

then asked to recycle, up-cycle or move it on!  Some of it was 

auctioned off at the Leominster Kite Festival last July but some bits 

were carried over to the Shropshire gathering. Bill handed me a 

couple of bags of kites to sort/assemble for the bag raffle, which I/we 

duly did.


However, one of the kites was a mess of spars, tangled bridles and 

stars. Clearly something that had been self-made but intriguing all the 

same.  After some time I had worked out that it had the 6 spars went 

to a centre connector to form the basic hexagonal shape that 

consisted of a number of stars sewn together at various point and 

tensioned and supported around the outside by the line hooked over 

the outer spar ends.  The bridle was attached at numerous points but 

seemed over complicated.  There was a tail, also made of connecting 

stars but all in all a very interesting kite. Having simplified the bridle 

and attached the tail I was able to get some form of flight in the light-

ish wind.  It need some TLC to the tensioning of the stars and outer 

ring tension line plus a better bridle but my main concern at the time 

was giving it back to Bill to donate to the bag raffle.
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Numerous tickets purchased and deposited into the requisite bag my 

concern was increased because there appeared to be considerable 

interest judging by the tickets in the bag; bugger!


Leaving it to lady luck was all that I could do and my legs and fingers 

had gone numb from crossing them for so long.  The raffle time took 

an age, more numbness, and Paul Morgan left the Star kite to the 

very end which is not good for the nerves.  Ticket drawn, drum roll but 

yes, yours truly was now the proud owner of the Star kite; double 

phew!


Over the Christmas/winter break I set about giving the Star kite a 

going over. Attaching stars where the threads had come adrift, 

adjusting the outer tension line, removing the original bridle 

attachments, which had about 5-points, and adding my own 3-point 

bridle.  The tail required similar star attachments to be remade plus I 

added a couple of small glass-fibre cross spars to hold the shape.  All 

I needed was good day to trial the changes!


In February I was fortunate to attend the Pasir Gudang and Satun 

festivals in Malaysia and Thailand.  Pasir Gudang winds can be 

variable but on the Star’s first outing it performed very well and 

brought many comments from fellow fliers.  With a slightly blustery 

wind a couple of the volunteers requested to fly the Star, generally 

never one to refuse newbies the opportunity to fly on this occasion I 

wish I had.  A couple of heavy landings on the 4mm carbon tube 

spars resulted in 3 spars splitting; not the end of the world and 

nobody died; kites can be repaired, lives not!  That said, it allowed 
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me to look at the kite closer while in flight and prompting a review of 

the bridle, which I planned to do once home.  The split spars were 

repaired with tape and the Star lived to fly again until, again, returning 

home.


Overall I am totally chuff with my new acquisition and looking forward 

to sharing it at future festivals.  I have nicknamed it Starlite because it 

flies well in lighter winds, albeit has shown that it will take a bit more.  

Bill was unable to provide any information on the maker of the Star 

but hopefully some readers may be able to shed some information on 

its history, particularly the creator/maker.   
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A book review 
Star Kites by Maurizio Angeletti

Published by Ennoia Books (Self Published)

First published 2019,  A4 softback, 484 pages

Cost £76 including postage to the UK

There hasn’t been many serious kite 
books published lately so when I came 
across this I was intrigued.  Maurizio 
Angeletti has been around on the kite 
scene for many years and his designs 
have graced the pages of Kitelines, 
and various books.  I have always 
been impressed by the pictures of his 
cellular kites and trains, so was very 
keen to get his book.  However when I 
saw the price I put the purchase on the 
back burner.  Anyway earlier this year it 
again caught my attention again, so I 
cautiously decided to part with my 
cash…..


So what do you get?  Well in terms of 
pages and sheer kilos of book, a lot.  
In terms of plans, info, tips for 
seasoned kitemakers, you get lots of 
this as well.  You also get a kind of 
autobiography of Maurizio - the book 

is written from a very personal point of view and very passionately which 
makes it quite different to a regular kite book, and in general this definitely 
adds something - as long as you have the time to sit down and read it properly.


The book starts with part 1 A Birds Eye View.  This covers a bit of history, a 
section on the sky (not seen this in a book before), and some interesting stuff 
on aesthetics and design, but the bulk is 80 pages on the dynamics of flying 
kites.  This is a little hard going in places but very interesting and basically lays 
out his ideas that kites do not fly, but are flown, and have very little in common 
with aeroplanes and powered flight.  It makes alot of sense and highlights 
many of the things we as kitefliers know and take for granted, but explains why 
kites are just so different.  He is convinced that very little lift is generated by the 
aerofoil effect and that most kite lift is ‘dynamic’ lift from wind pushing the kite 
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up.  I would be really interested in what a kiteflier with a powered flight 
aerodynamics back ground would make of it, but it makes sense to me and 
importantly I think it will help me build better kites.


Section 2 Materials, Methods, Tools and Techniques - I found this really 
interesting, partly as I am currently building a workshop for kite making, and 
this section covers in detail workshop layout and construction.  It has a long 
detailed section on sewing machines, and alot of information on ripstop - 
he is very keen on actively orientating leading edges with the warp of the 
fabric.  Within this section I personal found lots of nuggets of info which I 
am now keen to use.  It also pushed me into buying the same industrial 
sewing machine as him (see pictures further on in the magazine).  The 
underlying theme is attention to detail and about getting the foundations 
right, as all parts of a kite are essential to get the best flying performance.  
Another interesting fact with Maurizio is that he made kites commercially.  I 
think that with many crafts and hobbies, learning from someone who has 
operated commercially is extremely useful as being efficient, accurate and 
delivering quality is essential when you have to make money from an 
activity.


Section 3 Star Kites to Make and Fly - Here comes the plans.  But you also 
get a full history of the designs and a large section on the history of the 
facet kite, influences and great pictures and diagrams.  The diagrams 
particularly are to be commended - they are better than 95% of other kite 
books, being clear, comprehensive and logical.  All the information is there.  
As well as some of Maurizio’s trade mark beautiful cellular stars there are 
paper stars and flat train stars.


The book also contains various appendices for footnotes, a selected 
fascinating bibliography (yes I have been buying old books from this list 
from ebay) an index and credits - way beyond the normal limit of a self 
published book.


Now for those of you like me who are highly cautious around self published 
books (I have a couple of horrors), this one is excellent in-terms of layout, 
picture quality and writing.  There are a few random changes in font size 
and I spotted one repeated paragraph, but the production over all is 
excellent.  Would it have been better with the use of a third party editor to 
tighten it up, remove repetition and add clarity and give it a wider appeal? - 
yes it certainly would but these services cost cash.   If you can afford it, 
have the time to sit down quietly and digest the content (it urges YOU to 
think) and are not an absolute beginner kite flier, buy it!    Andy R
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Repairing the kite by Gustav Igler 1895 
Submitted by John Browning


Look it up on line and zoom in on the detail
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Sewing machine fun   
by Andy Rumming 

Keen to keep the the WHKF tradition of farmers who build kites in their 
loft, I recently bought an industrial sewing machine.  With my new 
workspace due to be finished this year I’ve been on the lookout for a 
industrial machine and on the recommendation of Mr Angeletti searched 
on Ebay for the PFAFF 463 .  To my surprise there was only one in the 
country and it was in the Forest of Dean.  It had a brand new motor and 
been serviced all for £100.  It took 3 of us to lift it into my pickup, as it has 
a cast iron base, and we only just did it.  Heres a few picture of its journey 
around the farm and up into the loft via an upstairs door where sacks of 
cattle feed used to be delivered (now a window).

To note the conversion of the loft is still happening but there was no way I 
was unloading and reloading this thing twice so I am building around it!
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White Horse Kite Flyers Code of Practice
Always fly safely 
Always be considerate to others using the same area be it noise or physical 
intrusion into their space. 
Always fly legally taking in to account all National, Local and CAA 
restrictions. Never fly at a height of more than 60m above ground level, in the 
UK unless a CAA clearance is in force. (as at festivals) IF YOU DON’T 
KNOW.........ASK. 
Never fly a kite in wet or stormy weather. Always try and keep you line dry. 
Never fly near power lines, transmission towers or aerials. 
Never fly near airfields. 
Never fly a kite with anything metallic in the line. 
Always when tethering a kite ensure that the ground anchor is suitable(see 
BKFA report 6 June 06). 
Always use a brake line when flying large kites. 
Always wear good quality gloves when flying large powerful kites. 
Always give priority to domestic animals particularly if they are showing 
signs of distress. 
Always clear up after yourself, especially lines, tails and bits of plastic that 
could trap, choke or injure domestic or wild animals. 
Never fly near kite-eating trees.

 
Note the use of traction kiting at Barbury Castle is forbidden by law. 
Finally remember.....your kites can get really quite lonely up high in the sky; 
just occasionally, look up and give them a SMILE. It will make you feel better 
too. 

WHKF meet at Barbury Castle country Park on the second Sunday of each 
month

This issue edited by Andy Rumming, Please send articles to 
andrewrumming@me.com


