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Where have you all gone!!

| WHITE HORSE KITT FLYERS
SPRING TSSUE 2006
| APRIL - FULY

After a great start fo (he New Year with a bumper issue i scems (o havs dried up
again, Tt orust be that vou're all to busy building those new kites and repairing old
ones ready for the New Year, Sa why not let the rest of us knmew what you have
heen up to over the dark winter nights! Kiting wise that is please.

From a club point of views the start to the year has been very busy gelling teady for
the New Yeur, with mestings to sort out the festival and work shops to repair and
sarvice the olub kites ready for the vear a head, To the cutting out wotkshop for
fhe nuw legs and the excellent weekend of Holw's workshop.

And that’s on top of flying at Barbury, the ruembers tliat have been aboard alreudy
this yeur keeping the club name up Lhere in forcign climes and the improvements
tr the club storage box for all the new stuff.

T.ike T say it’s been 4 busy siart to the year and the dairy is filling up so we hope 1o
s6c you souh out there an those green fiedds and in warm winds hepefully. And
when vou have boen oud and about let us know about il

Pete, Tracy

White horse kite flyers
T Box 585
SWINDON
SN3 4YR




Diary Dates 2006
W =Workshop, D = Display, T = Teddy bears

April
9" Barbury Castle
239 Bevoir Castle
30% 30" Weymouth Kite Festival

May
1% Weymouth Kite Festival
1" M’iaj Day show Swindon {io be confirmed see web site]
677" SWINDON KITE FESTIVAL [W, D, T}
13%/14" Clecthorpes K iie Festival {W}

June

1™ Shipton Beliinger {W, D}
11" Barbury Castle
10%1 1™ Margam Park Kite Festival
15™18" Fano mcrnational Beech Festival
17%/18" Southampton K ite Festival
17%/13™ Bedford Kite Festival {W/]

July

9™ Rarbury Castle
8/9" Brightan Kite Festival
15" Stroud show { W3

Augusi
153 Barbury Castle

26/28™ Portsmouth kite festival
2728 uffington show {W, D}

Plesse niole all events are lighie 1o alteraiion or cancellation for up o dats information
nlease check vur web site www.whkf.co.uk



Robinson’s Ramble

Here we arc again another Kite Festival only weeks away, is it because I've had
snother Birthday, or do the vears go much guicker nowadays? Talking of the Festival,
this vear in the Hangar we are staging a display of Alick Pearson Kites, the Roller
and his bird kites, Alick’s kites have a place in British Kite Fistory, | think he und
many other innovative flyers that met in Kensington Gardens, in the early fifties. who
became known as the “Round Pond Flyers™ should be recognised; and we hope 1o do
fhis in a small way at Swindon this year. To do this, we have invited Dan Leigh and
Roberl Weir two experts on Alick’s kitcs, Robert knew Alick up until his death In the
eighties, he will be giving a talk in Hangar D4 on Saturday 6" The idea for this
exhibition came about from  suggestion by George Webster. After the success of the
(Giihson Girl exhibition over the last two years and the German Historic Kite Group’s
Arno Haft exhibition last vear, George thought it would be a good idea to ceiebrate
from Fngland, although Alick was Trish, other “Round Pond Flyers”™ were English.
Also in the Hangar D4 we will have Charlie Sotich from Chicago USA, Charlie is the
World famous miniature kite maker who makes kites as small as postage stamps! Il
vou want to make a “Charlie Kite”, TTe will be doing a workshop, for which there’ll
be, a small charge.

On the flying field this year’s invited guest is Kelvin Woods from the North East
Kite Flyers, Kelvin makes a wonderful range of colourtul Butterfly Kites, and ifit’s
ruining he can entertain us all with his paper cut miniature kites. Coming from
Germany we have Rall Maserski & his son Lucas, from the USA; Kay Woodring; &
Kay Buesing, Museumn Director of the World Kite Muscum at Long Beach
Washington State. And of course Marla Miller will be there to ron the raffle, which
every year takes on more importance in raising funds for the event, especially this
vear, as we have #o sponsor! Please be as pencrous as you can with donations for the
rallle and come along with very deep pockets full of money that Marla can extract
from you.

I would like to thank Ralf Maserski for recommending Holm Struck to do a
workshop for us, Holm must have spent hours and hours prior to the event to put the
kits together, and he had to make 20! Nineteen poople did the workshop, and Phil
Scarte ordered a kit to make in his own time. This was the first workshop that I had
gver participated in, this is no slight on any of the other Kive Makers that we have had
just the fact that | have always wented an Fddy Kite made from cotton & wood. The
workshop was superb, with nothing left to chance by Holm, 1 think all participants
left with a kite and a very broad smilc, created by an enjoyable wockend. Holm was
extremely kind and donated one of his ripstop kites to the ralfle at the workshop, he
had previously given me the same style of kite for my birthday which was a few days
after the event, guess what, Janet won the kite in the raffie, und decided imumediately
to donate it to the Festival raffle, plus Holm exceeded in his generosity and donated
the Eddy that he had used as the workshop demonstration kite, so we already have
two Holm Struck kites for the Festival rafile, these kites are really worth winning!



Due 1o the new licensing laws there will not be u public bar at this yeat’s festival,
Liowever, there will be a marquee For registered flvers where we will have a couple of
barrels of heer, and some draught cider, these will be available to vou on a donation
basis.

We have recently returned from Fort Worden, which as usual was very enjoyable,
apart from Janet coming down with Shingles whilst we were there. Marla did her
nurenal thing and raised $8500 from 140 participants; over three days, amazing! How
does she do it so consigtently?

[ expect elsewhere in the magazine you will see appeals [or volunteers on Friday g
Mayv, to put the site together, aiso on Sunday when the site needs to be broken dovm
and cleaned, please don’t be shy in volunteering all help will be very much
appreciated no matier how little time you can give.

Many hands maoke kites work![1!1!!

Regards
Dave Rabinson

Found in the paper!!
Kite Crackdown

Mare than 1,400 kite flyers were arrested during a spring fostival after seven were
killed by glass fibre wires in eastern Pakistam.
Martin ¢roxton
{For mare infb take a look at the forum page on the web site}

So You Think You Know Something About Kiting

1: Up to what height may vou fly a kite weighing less than 51b in the U 5. A, without
having F.A A permission?

2: What i3 the most common cause of death in Indian kite fighting?

3: What does rokaku mean in English?

4: Which town was Lawrence largrave born in and what was his date of birth?

5. Who was the first known person to powcer a boat with a kite in Britain?

6: Whu wax the first person to cross the English Channel in g boat powered by a
Kite?

7. Who invented the delta kite? .

%: What cvent in 1906 were photographs taken from a kite published?

9: What sort of kite did Marconi usc to lift the aerial to transmit across the Atlantic?
10: Which graveyard is 8.F.Cody buried?

Doug Jones



OLD ISSUES

Those of you wha keep up with the web site will have seen that T am slowly trying 1o
get an archive of “Cowpat Hill” so that it can be kept for posterity. [ am short of some
of the sarlicst issues especially the first two when it was The Journal of the White
Horse Kite Flyers. [f you have any of the missing ones please can you let me borrow
faem 10 get the full set on the web pages? 1 have all issues from 1992 onwards and 2
of the magazines from 1991, I believe this is all that were published. These will all be
scanned in time but time is the operative word. Some of the printing is starting to fade
and it requires a lot of work to get them ta 2 readable standard. But if Kite Lines can
do it s0 can WHKF.

"This is proving to be a very inieresting project seeing the way the magazine has
developed over the years and reading some of the history. The first issues were g
single monthly sheet disiributed, 1 helieve, culy al the monthly Barbury meetings. In
{901 the {ormat changed to the A4 magazine and 1992 Dave Jones took over the
aditor and took it fram strength to strength, Two issues in 1993 were in the A3 formal
and proved so uapopular that the larger format soon returned. Dave, with help from
Jane edited the magazine until 2001 when Tracy took over, Let’s hope she can keep it
poing as long, Over the years I have tried to help with the occasional contribution.
Reading back through the articles it is interesting to see that there were probicnis with
the toilets in 1990, Doug was taking photos with a Polaroid and Janet had just got a
new car, so what's changed? Several things actually, starting with the bipgest changg,
1 said | was going to have nothing to do with parachuting faunallll What went
wrong! ‘There’s no way of stopping change and it was the same year that The Fliers
became The Flyers. 1990 also marked the start of the WHKEF green and logo with
hats and shirts being available lor the first time, and look what this has lead to with
gverything we have now. One interesting question was posed, “What about green
rousers?’ [Taven’| seen those yel and they could have been quicter than the ongs 1
WOAr DOW.

Repotts of our [irst festival at Lydiard Park i 1991 were all very favourable even if it
was called The Thamesdown Kite Testival. A telling remerk n # letter from MNeil
narticularly caught my eye, “let’s bope this will be the furst of many festivals to
come” liile did he know! The then editor, Richard makes a comment Neil's
Gloucestorshite accent gave some real meaning to the weckend. Why did Richard
leave 30 soon afferwards? The rest of us have had another 13 years of it.

At the time of writing this article [ have only re-read as far as the firgt issue in 1991
but will be continuing to do so as 1 scan them for the web. I am sure I will uncaver
more forgotien gems that I can share with you in later issues.

Vou can find these old issues at  www.whkf org.uk/oldiss Single sheets are in Jpg
format and the magazines as pdf files so vou will need Adobe Acrobat to read them.
Even people using Apples should be OK with these. If you don’t have if just Lype
 aevohat into Google and there are plenty of free downloads.

Arthur



[RARL LONGBOTTOM DELTA SLED

Over the years, at various Festivals, | have flow in many Altitude Sprint competitions
and even won a few.

[luwever, I'd never won any until 1 bought a Karl Longhottom version of the classic
Diunten Delta.

Mast Altitude Sprints over the last few years seem to have been won by onc of Karl’s
Dunton Deltas, even when not being flown by him. Let’s face it; it we ran a
‘Consiructors Championship” like they do in Formula [, then Karl would be the
Ferrari of the Altiede Sprint racers!

o, when he mentioned that he had a new kite designed and built specitically to win
Altitude $print competitions, 1 knew I had to have one!

This is how I found myself in a damp field on a cold, grey February moming io a
three-way fight between the spoeial (according 1o George Webster) pink-tipped
Dunton Delta with which Karl had won the Altitude Sprint at Portsmouth last year,
and two versions of the new Delta Sled.

So, three fliers and three kitcs. Three rounds where, each round, overy flier flew a
different kito. Seern a reasonable test? We thought so ... and lsunch!

Ok, so they were short (30 second) sprints as the wind was all over the place. lnmpy
with holos hiding like you wouldn’t believe! But, hey, same conditions for evervene.

The result? The Dunton Delta didn’t stand a chance. Maybe in cleaner winds, but on
a blustery day? Nowhere! And the difference between the two Delta Sleds? The
thickness of the wross-spar! 1 believe you’lt get both sticks m the production model.

What can T say? The Deita Sied had better drift and was more gasily recoverable if
things started to go wrong. If possibly doesn’t have as fast 4 raie of ascent as the
Dunton Delta but was more stable and had a bigger wind range.

So it should be an interesting season for Altitude Sprints, if nothing else.
11l be ftying my KL Delta Sled at Weymouth. What's in your kile bag?

David Johnsan
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30 far, this is the straight Highwayman’s hitch — just like in the books. It can work
well on o roumd post but it is not secure on a slippery or square section post, So, take
another loop on the kite side and push it through the last loop {e) and again, take a
loup on the reel side and push il through the last loop, You can keep on going for ever
but make sure that the fast loop is taken on the recl side. Pull the hitch tight by pulling
on the kite side. Leave enough slack line on the reel side to allow the reel to sil on the
ground. The yuick release — and i 1s very quick- is done by pulling the line on the
reel aide. Fverything just falls off and away — just what you may need il a quick
teaction is needed. The lovely thing about this hitch is that it is quick. easy and saves
vou having to pass the reel around anything. Try it out on a table leg or something
and see how useful 1t cat be.

Notter Bene



Puzzle Corner

Whai day is it?
When the day afler tomorrow is yesterday, today will be as far from Sunday as today
was from Sunday when the day betore yesterddy was 10momow.

Six Sheep

Farmer has 13 hurdles with which he males six pens. Somebody steals a hurdle.
Earmer still has to accommaodate 6 sheep with only (2 burdles; same as before - one
{0 a pen. How?

Packing two eges per basket, the eggman ends up with three eggs left over. Packing
three eggs per basket, he ends up with two haskets lefi over. How many baskets and
how many eggs?

Tank

s there ever a part of a tank that 1s stil] when the tank is moving forwards?

Answers at Wroughton,



Welcome to the American Kitefliers Association! (White Horse Kite Flyers)

I recently received your namc on a list of new and renewing members. (Yes - |
personally review the list every month!) We appreciate your vote of confidence m the
only pationwide organization of kitefliers in America and the largest assoeiation of
kite cnthusiasts in the world. We are delighted to have vou with us!

The AKA is a wonderfully diverse and creative group of people. Our interests include
kite craflsmanship, kite art, kitc competition for sport kites and tighters, kite traction.
buggies, surfing, kite photography, minfature kites, giant kites, kite history, kite
cducation, indoor kite flying, and much, much more. If it mvolves kites, we want it to
mvelve the AKA,

The privileges of membership include:

- pur magazine mailed four times a year and packed with news, photos, plans, and
information.
§1 million of hability insurance at sanctioned kite events.
« 10% discount in kite stores
- A Membership Directory which can be downloaded from the Virtual Clubhouse,
+ Mouthly email updates of imporiant news
+ The opportunity to download AKA publications free from our web page.
+ Access 1o the Kite Taik Forum
- Placement, when applicable, in our competition rankings.

The one thing this list doesn't mention is the wonderful people you meet. 1 you
haven'l already, 1 urge you to get involved with one of our many local kite clubs and
to attend some of the events and contests held around the country. Becoiie part of the
AKA effort to spread the joys of kiting,

O web page receives over 30,000 visitors cach month. Please stop by to review our
comprehensive calendar of events and competition standingg, Check out National
Kite Month or take a look at our publications. Visit the AKA store. You can also
acoass the member-only Clubbousc vging vour membership number as you “name”
and your email address as your “password”.

Make sure AKA has vour best email address. We know not everyone is online, but
when there is news that can't wait for the magazine, email is u fast and easy way to
get the word out. Update our nationai office at xd@aka kite.org or call 800-252-2530,

Teuch hases oceasionally with vour Regional Representative. The AKA 13 vour
Association: let us know what you think we should be doing different or better. And
of coursc, we take compliments too! But to be doing our job the best we can, we need
your ideas and involvement,



Similarly, our magazine, Kiting, depends on your contributions. Share local news
with vour Director for their regional report. Think about sending us a story, article,
phuias or a kite plan. Then when it geis published, you can show all your friends how
famous you are!

1 also encourage you to help us make the AKA grow. Cany a few exira appiication
lorms in your kite bag and share them with other enthusiasts, As the size of our
organization increases, so does our ability to offer services to individual members.

Think ghout coming to our national convention. This annual gathering is a marveloss
five day kite festival with workshops and seminars, the Grand National Competilions,
a funtastic kite auction, and a wonderful time of fellowship with other fliers. You will
make fricnds yvou will treasure the

rest of vour life,

Il you have some special concerns, interest, or need that isn't being met, feel free fo
drop tos an email or give me a call. I also fry to attend many major kite events around
the country. Please make a point of tracking me down Lo say hello.

And Bnally, the most important thing you can do to help the AKA is to have fun
Mying kites, making kites, buying kites, talking about kites, and teaching other people
about kiles,

‘Thanks again for becoming part of a wonderful organization! Hope to see you out
there soon!

David Gomberg
Presidont

Join the American Kitefliers Association at www.GombergKlites.com/aka html

Quiz Answers

1. 1.500 feet 2, Falling off house roofs 3, six sided
4, Greenwich, south east London 29" January 1850
5, George Pocock in Bristol harbour 6, Samuel Cody 1903
7, Francis Rogalla  §: The San Francisco earthquake
9. Baden Powell Lovitor
10, Aldershot Military Graveyard.

Thanks Doug
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wants to wrap us all in cotton-wool and try and stop us having that fun. Please co-
pperate with the committee on these points or we may lose the site and let us hope for
a wonderful Festival.

You may find that T have repeuted things that have been said elsewhere m “Cowpat”
but it is vital that vou all know the rules. T bate being a “Jobs Comforter™.

Now onto mare enjoyable things, we had a very good workshop by Helm Struck m
Feb. with a replica Fddy Kite and most people finished and have flown their kites.
Then we have had Club Workshops to repair existing kites and cutting out new ones
with members taking away vast quantities of tipstop to sew up. When all of this has
been joined together we as a Club should have something in the sky that we think has
not boen done in this country, may be the world before. Can you wait for it, well it is
hoped to have it for Weymouth but definitely for our Festival, so those that arc
sewing keep the machines well oiled and running so that we can sock it to the kiting
wotld.

As T always ask cvery season for help at our Festival and at other festivals, workshop
and displays. This year is no different from other years and help is always wanted so
pleasc come forward with your assistance and you may find that you will enjoy it.
With ropards to the “Teddy-bear” pole, we are still having trouble in gefting it insure
{oh! that Health & Safety thing again) but never say die, 1 will keep on trying so that
in tight places and windless days we can put 8 smile on children’s faces again.

I you are at a loose end on 23" of April, St George’s Day, come to Belvoir Castle
ta fly the Flag and slay a dragon at their Kite Day which I am organising. Where is
Relvoir Castle (pronounced Beaver) I hear you ask: well it is about 5 miles west of
Grantham. Tt is just aver 100 miles from Bibury. Those that came last year had a
wonderful day, so lets hope for the same this year.

Well after the last issue of “Cowpat™ when Pete the Ed asked me to keep it short, this
issue he asked me to streteh it a bit. Well T think I have rabbited on long enough, 80
wishing you clean winds and tight lines and hope (o scc you all on the Flying Figlds.
Neil. -

Last but not least.

Well another mag put together and ready to send to Neil to be printed. L can’t believe
we arc in April already the months seem to be flying past. Well summer is here again
not that we’ve seen much of it yet! Still there are dates in the events in the diary to be
attended and of course our own festival. Please offer your support in seting up on the
Friday if you can many hands make like light work as they say, & then ['m sure it can
be an enjayable weekend for evervone, Then when it’s over and you are sitting back
reflecting on a wonderful weckend write me a line and tell me your highlights of the
weekend let’s all read about it in the next mag. Hope to see you on a flying fields
somewhere soon with the sun shining and the cool breeze on our backs.

Tracy.



Club Mercha_ndise Now Availabie

MNew club patch £1.50

‘The New club jacket £35.00 Cap £7.50

Legionarics cap £8.50 Cap with car flaps  £10.00
Tee shirts Polo tee shirts
s-xl £8.00 xs-x1 £14.00
2xl-3x1 £9.50 2xl £14.50
3.4x] £15.00
Sweatshirts Festival sweat shirt
Hs-xl £16.60 xs-xl £25.00
2¢1 £17.90
F-4x] £18.40 All items can be viewed on our weh site www. whkf.co.uk

All above prices do not include post and packing if you liks il posted to you please mail or ring us
first for a price To order please send your order with cheque to
W.H K F, P.O.Box 585, Swindon. SN2 4YR

Kite Flying Safety Tips

The NEVERS of Kie Flving The Things o AVOID

& Thvakite in wet.or stormy weather, try to heep s Molorways, roads, car paks raibway lines or

vour ke dine dry, buildimgs

» v a kite nenr power lines, ranamission kwers or w A fehls end low fylog air waffic patterns.

acnals. « Members of the public. . shunt flvers plesis take

= Fly a kite with wirc or anything metallic in the caorel

ke, = Thoss kite sating trees.

# Ilv astrong pailling kite withoot wesring & Animals they con mefAghtemed by kifes

GLOWVES. Femember.pour Bites cun gal reall) guils lonely up

= Teove odd bits of fiving line oto on e flying site. Figh t4 the sk, pwst cecasionally, faok up and give
et a1 firele SMILE,

w Ty a kite at over 200 feet?.
=Hite festivels may dove 0.4 A elearanse fo Ty
bigher, .. ASE]

Where the WHKF go to fly their kites

WHITE HOKRSE KITE FLYERS fly 2t Barbury Castle Country Park, Wroughton, Swindon, Wilts on the SECOND
Sunday of each month
Will YOU he therz?

Local WHEKT contacts are:
Neil Harvey on: (01285) 740295
Arthur Dibble on: (01633) 865976
Dave Robinson oo: (01793) B24208
COWPAT HILL
Jowrmal of the White Horse Kire [flyers
Editor Tragy Willis
WHEF, 21 Alion Close Penhill Swindon Wiits SN2 SH¥
Tel 01793 706516
E-mail conwvpar ed@whkf org.uk
Club Subscription; £12.00 (Oae year UK)
{including postage and kite flying insurance)
Whilst every care is taken when compiling this journs! the WHKF cannet accept responsibility for any srrors or
omisgions which may oveur,



