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If you thought Fkite-flying is
strictly for children, you couldn’t
be more wrong. For more than
2000 years, kites have been used
in warfare, scientific research, the
development of modern aviation —
and, of course, for a lot of fun.



amed after a graceful, agile bird of
Nprey, the humble man-made

contraption soaring at the end of its
string is mankind’s oldest form of aircraft.
From the days of ancient warfare to the
dawn of modern science, the Kite, so often
dismissed as a mere child’s toy, boasis a
proud and long-standing lineage.

The origins of kite flying go back more
than 2000 years. During China’s Han
Dynasty (200 BC-200 AD), Chinese armies
attached bamboo pipes to kites flown over
the enemy. Wind passing through the pipes
made an eerie whistling sound, causing the
enemy army - especially its raw recruits - to
run in panic. But about 500 AD, kite-flying
had spread eastward to the Pacific islands
and westward to Arabia.

Kite-flying was so popular in the early
Siamese kingdom of Ayudhya that the
king, in 1358, had to issue a decree
outlawing the flying of kites over the
royal palace, on threat of severe
punishment, to prevent further damage
to the delicate palace pinnacles. In
1689 another  Ayudhya  monarch,
Phra Phetrarcha, used kites to conquer
a rebel city. Unable to storm the defences
by conventional means, he ordered pots
of gunpowder with long fuses to be attached
to kites and flown over the walls. The
resulting aerial bombardment caused
fires, chaos, and the ultimate capitulation of . % - .
the city. A huge patchwork blowfish windsoch

Kites did not reach Europe until the
Renaissance. A Dutch illustration of 1618,
showing a familiar, two-stick kite, provides
evidence that Dutch merchant seamen
were the most likely cause of the kite's
transmission from the Far East to Europe.

The origins

of kite flying go
back more than
2000 years

The first record of the scientific use of
kites in Europe is that of 1749, when
Scotland's Alexander Wilson and Thomas
Melvill used trains of kites to Iift
thermometers for measuring atmospheric
temperatures at different altitudes. In 1752,
the colonial American scientist Benjamin
Franklin conducted the most famous kite
experiment in history, Franklin and his son
launched a kite into the path of an
approaching thunderstorm, with a metal key
attached to the string. A flash of lightning
struck a pointed wire fitted to the kite and
was instantaneously transmitted down the
rain-soaked string to the key, causing a
stunning spark. Luckily escaping being
electrocuted himself - a fate shared by
subsequent ‘electro-kite’ enthusiasts -
Franklin proved that natural and artificial
electricity are one and the same.

In 1825 an English schoolteacher,
George Pocock of Bristol, used a kite to lift
his daughter 90m/300 feet into the air.
G Although this was the first instance of a

usan A : ST ‘man lifting’ kite being used in the West,
The brilliant American hites such technigues had been used in the Far
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