Hi everyone,
I've been silent for too long; how remiss of me!  Put it down to the weather and a batch of weary bones.  Winter, as it is here, reminds me how much I miss summer, so for those of you enjoying it right now, fly something bright for me?

Apart from family hiccups (a mother in need of a hip replacement... URGENTLY!, and a daughter now minus an unwanted appendix) the kite flying's been pretty quiet.  So I need to hear from someone who HAS been having kite fun.  That's you.

Firstly, how long did it take for the Summer KITING issue to reach you (it was mailed June 1st)?  If it helps, from USA to Australia took 14 days.  I can deal with that, can you?

What do you think of this issue's contents?  Honestly now - what do you love most about it?  What do you like least about it?  What would you like to see more of / less of?  

And, if you want to see your own event pics. in there, you'll have to send them here first! (info@ozfeathers.com.au for sending photos).

I've been reminded that the $1 raffle for winning the chance of FREE registration at the AKA Convention is up and running. Whilst I shan't be hand-delivering your tickets (I wish!), you can still let me know how many chances you'd like to try winning the super prize?  If it helps, Kevin and I are both planning on being in Ocean Shores this year.  (I'm owed some kite flying lessons... and one or two drinks, I believe?)

How do you get your name in the raffle?  First, tell me how many tickets you want at US$1 each.  If you're okay with paying by credit card, I'll get the office to handle that side.  You'll need to tell me how many tickets, what phone number to call you on (to tell you that you've won, of course...) and a current mailing address so Marla can mail out your actual tickets.  Get in early as I'm planning on buying a few myself!

But, if raffle buying isn't your preferred activity, you can now register online... http://www.aka.kite.org/, then Festivals, Annual Convention, General Information & Registration.  Registering before August 14th is best - it's cheaper there!  If you're then wanting to book accommodation, contact the hotel direct to register and ask for AKA rates.

I've just recently spent 2 weeks doing some research for the World Kite Museum, Long Beach WA USA, who are planning a future display on Lawrence Hargrave of box kite fame.  What a fascinating ride of discovery that was!  http://www.worldkitemuseum.com/exhibits.html is the link showing the displays currently on show.  The Museum Director, Kay, has threatened to "kidnap" me during the Convention week so she can show me around personally, and I'm looking forward to that.  

Our wood fire is raging so I'm off to thaw out.  Until next month...?
Linda Sanders
AKA Region 13 (International) Director
region13@aka.kite.org
... less talk ... more fly ...
