Hi again from the sweltering southern hemisphere!  100F today...phew...

Just checking in to see whether it's time for you to be dusting off your kites yet?  I heard that we're almost at Groundhog Day for the USA, which is a sign to get ready for Spring, right?

NATIONAL KITE MONTH - Starts on March 31 and runs through to April 30, giving us 5 whole weekends to share the kite fun with our communities.  I know I've got one event so far that we're involved in, and I've just listed it - it took me less than 2 minutes.  Easy!
Here's how to do it... http://www.nationalkitemonth.org/events/register_for.shtml 
What can you do?
"...Our goal is to have 600 kite events worldwide during National Kite Month. An event doesn't have to be a big festival; we encourage local fun flies, kitemaking workshops, indoor flies, buggy races, kite displays in public libraries and malls, and school demonstrations...." from the NKM website overview.  So we can all be a part of this - it's not as if we need a REASON to go fly, right? 
Here's what Region 13 currently has listed... http://www.nationalkitemonth.org/cgi-bin/nkm_sched.cgi 
Can you add yours to this?  If you're stuck for ideas, email me and we'll get you started...  
Fun is the key, and that's not restricted to fliers ONLY from the USA!   (That's right, Canadians, eh?)
DID YOU KNOW? - AKA members have quick access to Minutes from the Board Meetings.  Maybe you think committees are all too stuffy? Maybe you've wondered WHY certain things have happened?  Maybe you're just curious about what it is to be a Regional Director? http://www.aka.kite.org/data/board/ is the link, at which point you need to insert your Member Number (it's on your AKA "Pilot's Licence"...) and your email address.... then you're IN!
Minutes are only posted AFTER they've been approved (checking for accuracy), but you can certainly feel you're more involved once you know a little about who's doing what and where.  To find out what was discussed at  the Des Moines convention, check out Annual Business Meeting Oct 4, 2006.
Another interesting one is Board Mail - not as thrilling as a juicy novel, but still quite lively.  He said, she said etc...  and if you have a view you'd like heard, why not write it down?  Voice your opinions, offer your suggestions, let AKA know what you'd like to see happening in YOUR area.
FEBRUARY 2007 - http://www.aka.kite.org/cal.php - looking pretty quiet so far for Region 13... Anyone got anything planned?  Who's planning a trip away sometime soon? - and is there a kite event involved?  Have you met anyone new recently - by flying kites?  Who's having trouble resisting buying something new for the kite bag?  Do you always carry at least one kite in your car, permanently?  ;-)      You can bet someone else is interested to hear what you've been up to!
Sun's up!  Time to get a move on.  Until next mutterings...

Linda Sanders
*** AKA Region 13 Director *** 
region13@aka.kite.org

