Happy New Year everybody who does NOT live in USA!...  well, that's Region 13 of course. :-P 

Some of you are snowed in, while some are enjoying warm summer sunshine, but hopefully everyone is happy & healthy and keen to share their kiting news?

Which is why it's time to ask you to tell me what kite events you've attended since October 2008?... or what kites you got for Christmas/birthday?... and what will be your FIRST kite event for 2009?  What's on the schedule for interesting kite festivals in the first 3 months of 2009?

Anyone!?  
We only need a sentence or short paragraph to make the next KITING issue sound like Region 13 is the place to be for kite flying. ;-) 

One sad piece of news is here below.  I've personally never had anyone copy anything I've designed, but it must be terrible to discover that someone has stolen your creation?  And it is... stealing, right?  Not even showing your name on the package?  

The introduction is from past AKA President, David Gomberg, but many of the kite makers who actually wrote the letter are also active AKA members.  Think of them as family, and then consider how you'd react knowing that your family honour had been challenged?    I urge you to act or boycott as your conscience sees fit.  Their website is here as a guide -http://www.kewo-international.com/ 

Regards,
Linda Sanders
AKA Region 13 (International) Director
region13@aka.kite.org

... less talk ... more fly ... 

2 January 2009

Hi AKA Directors!

Please excuse me for writing all of you like this, but I've just received this letter from Robert in New Zealand. I think it presents some 

serious issues that all kiters should be concerned about.

Happy New Year! And thanks for the good work you do.

David

*******************

We are kite designers and builders.

Some of us develop our new designs professionally to support our income, and some of us make kites for fun. All of us love what we do 

and to share creations with our friends in the kite world. We are proud of our designs and work very hard to make them.

We are surprised, disappointed, and offended that the German manufacturer, KEWO, has copied our work and is selling them 

commercially. They do this without our permission, without compensation, and without even giving us credit for the many hours 

needed to make a new kite fly.

For many of us, this issue is not about money, but about the simple idea that stealing our designs for commercial gain is wrong and 

should not be tolerated by the kite community. And of course, the copies are often inferior which makes the problem worse.

We have asked KEWO to stop and they simply ignore our letters and emails. Some of us only asked that our names be noted as the inventor 

of a design and didn't ask for money. KEWO even denied this simple request!

This problem affects all kiters. If we are copied now, you may be copied in the future. And of course, there is less encouragement for 

any of us to work on new designs knowing that a manufacturer with no sense of honesty or honor can simply steal them.

It is impossibly expensive to patent each new kite design and lawyers take time and money with uncertain results, especially when dealing 

on a global basis.

We prefer to address this in the Court of Kiters rather than a Court of Law.

To ask you not to buy our kites from KEWO is against German law. But we hope that you will understand our irritation, frustration and 

incomprehension.

Please share this news with your kite friends. Tell kite store owners, club officers, and event organizers. Please join us in objecting to 

KEWO Kopies!
Stealing from one of us is stealing from all of us!

Robert Van Weers            New Zealand

Ludovico Bertozzi            Italy

Geoff Campbell                New Zealand

Franchesca Caton    United Kingdom

Peter Lynn                    New Zealand

Martin Lester                 United Kingdom

Charlie Watson              New Zealand

Frank Schwiemann            Germany
